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Active Readers/Literacy Successy



Literacy Success 10

“The selection of books distributed by the Department 
of Education to support Literacy Success 10 is a hit; pp y ;
… something for everyone in the package.
… students appreciate the time to read, for the sake of   
reading. 
… students come outside of class time to sign out new 
booksbooks. 
Not only are students reading in class, they’re also 
reading in the hallways, at home, and (fortunately orreading in the hallways, at home, and (fortunately or 
unfortunately) in other teachers’ classes.”

Brenda Brewster-Potter
Bridgewater, N.S. 



Key ComponentsKey Components   

TIME RESOURCES
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

SUPPORT 
STRATEGY



Time
TIME

gr. P–3: Active  Reading Hour
60 uninterrupted minutes of TIME reading and reading related 
activity

gr. 4–6 60 minutes of reading
and reading related activity

7 8

and reading related activity 
—not necessarily continuous

gr. 7–8: 60 minutes of 
literacy (plus, cross 
curricular support forcurricular support for 
reading instruction)



“The students were surprised by the variety 
of genres: 'How To' guides books on humorof genres: 'How  To' guides, books on humor, 
cartooning, political satire and commentary, 
non fiction and fiction titles toonon-fiction, and fiction titles too.

One student asked if he was allowed to read theOne student  asked if he was allowed to read the 
Mike Holmes "Make It  Right" book during 
English class He was confused reading inEnglish class. He was confused—reading in 
English class always meant reading a novel, and 
reading in content areas meant reading textreading in content areas meant reading text 
books.”

Kris Jones, Parrsboro High School, N.S.



The Resources
RESOURCES

dstudent resources

professional resourcesprofessional resources



The Resources
RESOURCES student resources

•1 collection per grade  p g

• Atlantic Canada texts

• fiction and non fiction• fiction and non-fiction

• range of text difficulty

• range of genres

• single and multiple copies



“Having such a tremendous variety of
student resources has given students
power in terms of their ownpower in terms of their own
learning. They respond very 

iti l t b i bl t hpositively to being able to choose 
what to read and what method(s) ( )
to use to respond.”

Barb MacLean
Riverview High School
Sydney, Cape Breton
N.S.



The Resources
P f i l RRESOURCES Professional Resources

AR7- 9 2005

S bj M E• Subjects Matter: Every 
Teachers Guide to Content-
Area Readingg

• Reading Reasons: 
Motivational Mini-Lessons 
for Middle and High School

• Deeper Reading : 
C h di Ch ll iComprehending Challenging 
Texts, 4-12



The Resources
P f i l RRESOURCES Professional Resources

• Making the Match: The 
Ri h B k f h Ri hRight Book for the Right 
Reader at the Right Time, 
Grades 4-12

• Reading and Writing Across 
Content Areas

• Help for Struggling 
Readers: Strategies for 
G d 3 8Grades 3-8



As teachers we need to beAs teachers, we need to be 
familiar with best practicesfamiliar with best practices 
... one way to raise our y
awareness of best practice is 
to share professional 
resources.





The ResourcesThe Resources
RESOURCES

Ownership and ReplacementOwnership and Replacement
• student resources

• belong to the school

• professional resources

• belong to the teacherg

Additional books can be ordered through the Nova Scotia 
Book Bureau from the Authorized Learning Resources



“Resources have been a major part of these projects. 
Many schools have focussed professional developmentMany schools have focussed professional development 
around a resource—exploring it and its recommended 
classroom practices.classroom practices.

Reading Strategies for the Content Areas: an ASCD 
Tool, was received very well
by high school teachers.
It h t l fIt has great value for
content area teachers.”

Lynn Landry
Literacy Coordinator
Halifax



Professional Development
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

assessment

instruction

intervention



Instruction
“Balanced“Balanced——Comprehensive”Comprehensive”
provides explicit, intentional instructionprovides explicit, intentional instructionp pp p

modelling and demonstrationmodelling and demonstration
shared and guided practiceshared and guided practiceshared and guided practiceshared and guided practice
independent applicationindependent application

includes whole class, small group, and includes whole class, small group, and 
individual groupingsindividual groupings
responsive to student needsresponsive to student needs



“When we use 
learning strategies,g g ,
and model the 
learning the studentslearning the students 
really get it.
It k th f lIt makes them feel 
competent … in the 
flow!”

Helen MacDonnell
Literacy Coach
Bridgewater, N.S.



Assessment

ongoingongoing
variedvariedvariedvaried
classroomclassroom--basedbased

l d i f ll d i f lrelevant and meaningfulrelevant and meaningful
informs instructioninforms instruction



Intervention

support for struggling readers is everyone’s support for struggling readers is everyone’s 
responsibilityresponsibilityp yp y
“Good first teaching” is central“Good first teaching” is central
collaboration between all partners iscollaboration between all partners iscollaboration between all partners is collaboration between all partners is 
necessarynecessary



Nova Scotia provincial literacy 
assessments administered to students in

grade 3 (begun September 2007) grade 3 (begun September 2007) 

grade 6 (since October 2003)grade 6 (since October 2003)grade 6 (since October 2003)grade 6 (since October 2003)

grade 9 (begun May 2007)grade 9 (begun May 2007)



Assessment to Instruction
Offer a snapshot of a student’s literacy as Offer a snapshot of a student’s literacy as 

demonstrated through independent readingdemonstrated through independent readingdemonstrated through independent reading demonstrated through independent reading 
and writing tasksand writing tasks

InformInform classroomclassroom instructioninstruction

Act as a springboard for interventionAct as a springboard for interventionAct as a springboard for interventionAct as a springboard for intervention



Supported Literacy Development

Provincial assessment data in conjunction Provincial assessment data in conjunction 
ith classroom assessments; to informith classroom assessments; to informwith classroom assessments; to inform with classroom assessments; to inform 

decisions about interventiondecisions about intervention

Communication tool; a record of effective Communication tool; a record of effective 
i t ti l ti t d t di t ti l ti t d t dinstructional practices, student progress, and instructional practices, student progress, and 
next steps for supported developmentnext steps for supported development



Supported Literacy Development

Provincial funding: $2.8 million annually; Provincial funding: $2.8 million annually; 
li li hli li hliteracy mentors; literacy coachesliteracy mentors; literacy coaches

Professional resources and NS DOEProfessional resources and NS DOEProfessional resources and NS DOE Professional resources and NS DOE 
documents; student resourcesdocuments; student resources

Literacy Support Advisory GroupLiteracy Support Advisory Group



Positive Impact: Teachers
Links with provincial literacy projects to Links with provincial literacy projects to 

reinforce “best practice”reinforce “best practice”

Boards report that the language of teaching Boards report that the language of teaching 
is changing + increased common practiceis changing + increased common practiceis changing + increased common practiceis changing + increased common practice

Shared responsibility for literacy at middle Shared responsibility for literacy at middle 
school and senior high: school and senior high: Learning Through Learning Through 
LiteracyLiteracy



Positive Impact: Students
Literacy strategies are thinking/learning Literacy strategies are thinking/learning 

strategies; investment is paying offstrategies; investment is paying offg ; p y gg ; p y g
Empowering students as strategic, Empowering students as strategic, 

independent users of literacy in a variety ofindependent users of literacy in a variety ofindependent users of literacy in a variety of independent users of literacy in a variety of 
contextscontexts

P i d lfP i d lf ddPromoting students to selfPromoting students to self--advocate; we are advocate; we are 
listeninglistening



began in 2001began in 2001——20022002
focus on the writing processfocus on the writing processfocus on the writing processfocus on the writing process
spotlight on grammar, usage, and spotlight on grammar, usage, and 
punctuationpunctuationpunctuationpunctuation
implementation for grades 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 implementation for grades 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

d 10 l dd 10 l dand 10 completedand 10 completed
implementation for WIA 7,8,9: May, 2008implementation for WIA 7,8,9: May, 2008



?WHY?



Grammar, Usage, Spelling, andGrammar, Usage, Spelling, and 
Punctuation
St th i G i thStrengthening Grammar in the 
Curriculum

emphasis on literacy skills
focus on writing and language
focus on clarity, precision, and       y, p ,
effectiveness 

(The Course Ahead)



Students who are not proficient 
in their use of standard Englishin their use of standard English 
are disadvantaged

they are less likely to succeedthey are less likely to succeed 
economically than their peers who 
have a strong command of the Englishhave a strong command of the English 
language



HOW?HOW?



ensure that grammar, usage, 
spelling, and punctuation receive p g p
due attention in English and 
French Language Arts programsFrench Language Arts programs 
and that instruction is effective



provide learning resources   
Writing CentresWriting Centres



Writers in Action Resources

Writers in Action handbook for each Writers in Action handbook for each grade 4grade 4 and and 
each each grade 9grade 9 student (2008)student (2008)

professional resources for teachers through grades professional resources for teachers through grades 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 114, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11
titl i 2007 f d 9 i l d dtitl i 2007 f d 9 i l d dtitles in 2007 for grade 9 included:titles in 2007 for grade 9 included:

The Greatest Catch: A Life in TeachingThe Greatest Catch: A Life in Teaching by by 
Penny KittlePenny KittlePenny Kittle Penny Kittle 
Teaching Adolescent WritersTeaching Adolescent Writers by Kelly by Kelly 
GallagherGallaghergg
Writing Workshop Survival KitWriting Workshop Survival Kit by Gary Robert by Gary Robert 
MuschlaMuschla



WIA 7 Resources







WIA 8 Resources













WIA 9 Resources











Writers in Action 7 8 9Writers in Action 7,8, 9 
Professional Resources

May 2008



Literacy Success 11
Implementation Workshop

October 10 — 12, 2007,
Ramada Inn, Dartmouth



LS11 L d TLS11 Lead Team

One teacher from every One teacher from every 
high school in Nova Scotiahigh school in Nova Scotiahigh school in Nova Scotia high school in Nova Scotia 
represented.represented.pp



Student Collection

Component #1 FICTIONComponent #1 FICTION

Component #2 NON FICTIONComponent #2 NON FICTION

Component #3 Atlantic Canada CollectionComponent #3 Atlantic Canada Collection



Professional Resourcesf
Action Strategies for Deepening 
C h i R l Pl T t St tComprehension: Role Plays, Text-Structure 
Tableaux, Talking Statues, and Other 
E t t T h i Th t EEnactment Techniques That Engage 
Students with Text, Dr. Jeffrey D. Wilhelm , Dr. Jeffrey D. Wilhelm 
©© 20072007©© 20072007



Professional Resourcesf
Adolescent Literacy: Adolescent Literacy: 

T i P i i tT i P i i tTurning Promise into Turning Promise into 
PracticePractice, Kylene , Kylene 
Beers Robert EBeers Robert EBeers, Robert E. Beers, Robert E. 
Probst, Linda Rief Probst, Linda Rief © © 
2007200720072007



Professional ResourcesProfessional Resources
Engaging Readers 

d W i i hand Writers with 
Inquiry: Promoting 
D U d dDeep Understandings 
in Language Arts and 
h C A i hthe Content Areas with 

Guiding Questions, , 
D J ff Wilh lD J ff Wilh l ©©Dr. Jeffrey Wilhelm Dr. Jeffrey Wilhelm ©©
20072007



Professional ResourcesProfessional Resources
Reading 
Strategies For 
The Content 
Areas: An ASCD 
Action Tool by by 
Sue Beers and Sue Beers and 
Lou HowellLou Howell©©
20032003



Information about
Active Readers Literacy SuccessActive Readers, Literacy Success,  
and Writers in Action is available on 
h b i //the website—http://ayr.ednet.ns.ca


